THE LAST OF THE EARLY KINGS
Thus the rivalry between Boleslaw and the Emperor
Henry V. for supremacy in Pomerania swiftly raised
issues of much graver import than the mere tribute of a
petty neighbouring province. The fact that alone among
the peoples kindred to the Poles, the Pomeranians still
clung to paganism, added a deeper significance to the
problem confronting Poland: the subjection of this
country meant its conversion to the Christian faith. The
efforts of his brother Zbignicw to incite the Pomeranians
against him clinched the matter for Boleslaw. He entered
on the first of what proved to be a series of seven cam-
paigns against that people.
Other wars followed, or were in progress at the same
time. So incessant were the military activities of this
reign that, so the saying went, King Boleslaw did not
leave the saddle in seven years. The Emperor himself
led two expeditions into Poland: the first returning
without much hurt either inflicted or sustained; the
second achieving more success in laying waste a part of
the country and besieging the town of Wroclaw, but
being finally repulsed by the Poles at Hundsfeld (1109),
a place so called from die fact that the corpses lay there
in such numbers that they could not be buried, and were
devoured by the dogs. It was before this battle, accord-
ing to die chroniclers, that an envoy named Skarbek,
being sent by Boleslaw to die German camp, was taken
by Henry and shown die Imperial treasury. On being
asked by die monarch if he thought the Poles could with-
stand a power so wealthy, Skarbek is reputed to have
cast his own gold ring into die Treasury, with the cry,
" Go gold to gold ! we Poles will stick to iron." How-
ever this may be, " Hab Dank " (Thank you), the reply
with which die Emperor is credited on this occasion, is
still the motto of die Skarbek family in Poland.
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